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VOL I. 


CONTAINING, 


I. Dunton’s Poff, I. The Atob-Poft Ill. The Whippimg-Poft. IV. The Lying-Poft. 

" OV, The Sibil-Poft. VI. The Coffee-boufe-Poft. VII. The Love-Poft. VIIl. The DueDing-Poff. 1X. The 

| Singing-Poft. X. The Tatling Poft, X1. The Bed-Poff. XII, The Mad-Poff, XIII. The Surprizing- Poft., 

+ XIV The Poff properly focall'd. XV. The Athenian-Poft, XVI. The Drunken-Poft, XVII.- The Jence 
rant-Poft.: XVIII. The Mifer’s Poft, XIX. The Rbiming-Poft. XX. Apollo’s Poft, XXI. Lhe we ings 
Poff, XXII. The Dipping Poft. XXIII. The Cafuiftical-Poft. 

To which feveral Pofts is prefix'd A General Title, Preface and Index, with an honous 
rable Challenge to the Celebrated TATLER, to write either pro or ¢om upon all difputable Points, with a 
Specimen of the firft Challenge,in a Hebrew Queftion,and other Problems concerning the Divine Prefcience. 
The. Challenges (if accepted) to be continu’d Weekly by the whole Athenian Society, being Twelve 
Gentlemen, all Maflers in their feveral Faculties, and whofe Charaéters are diftingtly given in this Title 
Sheet. which is to be feen in all Coffee-houfes and Bookfellers Shops, and is given gratu atthe Sword in 
New firees, near Fetter-Jane, and by Fobn .Morpbhew near Stationers Hall , where isto be had che Firft Voe 
lume of Dunton’s Oracle compleat, or any fingle Number of the Second Volume, but not of the rirft, all 
the fingle Numbers of the Firft Volume being now gather’d into Sets, . j 

This sithenian News (or Three Thovfand Pofts) will be continu’d every Tuefday and 
Saturday, to furnith out A univer{al Entertainmént, and Six Volumes (which contain juff Ninety Sheets) 

will be a fit Size for binding. 


For al the Athenians and Strangers which were there, fpent their Time in nothing elfe, bus either 10 sel, or 10 bear 
fome new thing, A&ts xvii 21. 
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Now my Days are Jmifter than a Poft, they flee away, they fee no good. Job ix 25. 
So the Pots paffed fom City to City, thr ough the Countrey of Epbraim and ManafJeb, even unto Zebulun. 
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S>DEDICATION 
i ae: 2 OE 
% Soure, prejudic’d, cenforious, and Athenian READER. 


2 OU moft not wonder (my M:fters) at this 
Fee 2) Scile of Addrefs, for the World has been fo 
“ee bitten already with— your courreous, wife, 
ra charitable, and underftanding Reader— that | 
am as refolute in the Cafe as the famous Dryden, ne- 

. ver to have any more to do with them, for Readers are 
not to be caught now a-days as we catch Trouts, with 
tickling, nor to be quieted, as you do Children, with 
Sugar-plumbs, for all our Readers fet up for Athenians, 
Wits and Criticks, and if a poor Author chance to be 
¥. taken tripping. -tho’ but in a falfe Number, or a broken 
____— *Period, or a ftolen Sentence, they have no more Mercy 
— onhim than a Dog of a Pancake ; and to fay the Truth, 
they are only a more barbarous Sort of Canib.J, for the 
eating of a Man’s Fiefh is norhing to the worrying of his 
Reputation, and atthe beft, a complemental Preface to 
the Reader is but an /ndian Praver to the Devil ; a Parcel 


methinks betwixt the Fate of writing Books and the 
Fatigue of reading them, "tis e’en a meafuring Caft 
which Side has the worft on’t, for tis but teazing one 
another by Turns, and the one revengeth the Quarrel of 
the other; nay, I’m very pofitive that a common Strume 
pet en*c half fo impudent as a common Scribler; for you 
fhal) have many a Carted Whore that will make ye fome 
Confcience yet of turning up in the Market place, 
whereas the common Scribler, without fo much as waiting 
for the Queftion, proftitutes himfelf upon every Bulk co 
all Comtrs;, nav, your moft fplendid Dedications to the 
iluftri \, the Right Honourable, the Right Worflipful, if 
theyb. \ot a dire& Confederacy betwixt the Two Par- 
ties concern’d, (as thev ufvally are) they are yet at the 
faiveft ‘bat a more fafhionable Way of begging, and 
therefore my Athesian Reader, if courteous T honour and 
refpe& you, but it furre;prejudic’d,and cenforious,you may 
Bo about your Brfinefs,for I neither love nor fear you; but 
f the Matter of Dunton’s Oracle prove as pleafant as the 
POSTS are new, J doubr not thy Approbation: How- 
ever, “tis one Comfort, thon can? not fay I am the firft 
Fool in Print, nor (at I think) fhall be the laff. ’Tis 
true, “tis avery humble Employment to drudge Weekly 
in a Penny Paper, but I think J may f{crible- with more 
Honour than fome others, for as my Eftate (under all 
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coud he yet tempted to proftiture my Pen for Money, I 
‘Daving always refus’d to write (as Mire Dam———, Mr. 


of good Words, for Fear he fhould hurt us: And yet: 


Misfortunes) fers me above writing for Bread, fo I ne’er 


Cc , Mr. P———, and others can teftify) where 
the Project wan’c entirely my own, and therefore as | 
write meerly to pleafe and divert my felf, “cis (almof) 
indifferent to me whether my Reader prove either joure 
OF coart-ows to what I publifh, 

But now to my Text, for I fhou’d be a hard-hearted 
Brute of a Father indeed if I cou'd be fo cruel as to fend 
my Three Thovufand Pofts (or A:beniam Brats) into che 
wide World without {peaking fo much as one good 
for ’em. 

And here "twill be neceflary firft to fay fomething of 
my POSTS in General, andthen in a decent Manner to 
flip into a diftin& Account of my Weekly Dridgery. 

Then Sir Momes, know in the firft Mace you muf nor 
expect my Athenian News (or Three Thaufand Pofts) all 
ata Lump, for Elixirs and Quinte{Jnces are to be difpens’d 
by Drops, fotharif you have it by Retail, frefh and 
trefh every Tue/day and Saturday, (for thole were the Days 
on which I formerly pudlith’d my Atbeniin Mercury) there 
will be the lefs Danger of furfeiting 3 befides that, ic 
muft needs be more acceptable in Penny Chops, tor a Bir 
off the Spit abroad relifhes berter than a whole Joint of 
Meat at home. 

The feveral Poffs contain’d in this Work are, 1. 
Dunton’s Poft, 2. The Mob-Poff. 3. The whipping-Pof, 
4. The Lying-Poft. 5. The Sidil-roft. 6. The Coffee- 
boufe-Poft. 7. The Love-Poft, &. The Duelling-Volt. 
9. The Singing-Poft. 10. The Tatling-Poft. 11. The 
Bed-PoM, 12. The Mad-Poft. 13. The Surprizing-Poft. 
14. The Pot properly fo call’d. 15. The Athenian: Poff. 
16. The Drunien-Poft, 17. The Ignorant Poff. 18. The 
Mifer's Pol. 19. The Rhiming-Pofl, 20. Apol'o’s Poll. 21 
The Wedding-Pcft. 22, The Dipping-Pofl; and fo onto) hree 
Thovfand Pofts (Thirty of which compleat:a Volume). 

To each of thefe Pofts is added, The Cafuiftical- 
Po, or Athenian Mercury, refolving the moft nice and 
curious Queftions propos'd by the Ingenious of eicher 
Sex. The whole publifh'd in Three Thoufand Pofts, to 
gratify the Levers of Novelty, and will be fo manag’ as 
to he made a univerfal Entertainment: And that every 
Poft may prefent the Reader with Aibeniam News, the 
curious of either Sex are defir’d to fend fuch Pieces in 
Profe or Verfle, (but more efpecially remarkable Acci- 
dents , humorous Poems and nice Queftions) as may 
properly he inferted in either of thefe Three Thoufand 
Pofts, direing them for Dwnton’s Oracle, at sic on id 

cn. 
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New-firect near Fetter lane, not forgetticg to difcharge 
Poftage. ; 2 

Reader, having given this general Account of Dunton's 
Three Thoufand rofts, I'll fuppofe thou art now come 
into honeft Fob Morpbem’s Ware-houle, to enquire of 
him if he have any thing thatis new. Were Solomon at 
thy Elbow he would tell thee there ts nothing new under the 
Sun; but it iscommon with Men, as well as Children, to 
Jong for a New Nothing, and for that Reafon J call this 
Weekly Paper Athenian News, (or Dunton's Oracle) Athee 
nianifm being entirely my own Projeét, and my felf 
honour’d fo tar as tobe chofen and continu’d a Member 
of the Athenian Socicty, for the whole Time the Athenian 
Oracle was publifh’d. 

So that Reader, if thou art upon the Hunt afier No- 
welties, Ifuppofe honeft Morphew will recommend to thee 
Dunton’s Oracle. If he does, take his Advice and buy it, 
for the Athenians of Old fpent their Time in nothing elfe, but 
¢o bear or to tell fome new Jking , and [ hall never prefume 
to publifh any thing under the Celebrated Name of 
Athens but what is new, either as to che Subjeét, or Method 
in handling ; and remember, (for 1 am not afraid to 
threaten a prejudic'd Reader) what a nice and curious 
Treafure of Wit and Novelty the World had formerly 
been depriv’d of had it not given a Timely Encourage 
ment to my Athenian Oracle , and therefore I refolve to 
{pare no Pains or Charge in furnifhing out my Athenian 
News, in Hopes “twill meet with the like Succefs, for ’tis 
writ by a large Society of ingenious Gentlemen, (as 
you'll hear anon) and fent abroad by Three Thoufand 
Pofts; and if a Weekly Paper that has fo much Athenian- 
ifm to recommend it, does not meet with akind Recep: 
tion, I fhall begin to think the World is weary of No- 
velties: But if the famous TATLER meerly beg’d i's 
Way, by being given at firft to the London Coffee-houfes, 
(a Meanefs I fhall never fubmit to) and yet had lik’d to 
have been drop’d after the publifhing of many Numbers, 
‘tis evident the Athenian Iceh is as general as ever it was, 
and then Ican’t doubt but in Time my Athenian News will 
fpread as faras my Athenian Oracle, or even the famous 
TATLER, for he once talk’d of writing his own Elegy, 
and was nearer dying than Fobn Partridge, whofe living 
Funeral he fo ingenioufly celebrated; not that I’m fo 
vain to compare Duaton’s Oracle with the Lwcubrations of 
E(q; Bickerftaff, yet if Variety and Novelty be any Re- 
commendation of a Weekly Paper, I may modeftly fay, 
a more univerfal Entertainment was never yer publifh’d 
than Duaton s Oracle will be in afew Years, of which this 
Fir Volume isa fhort Taft, as you'll find if you'll con- 
fulethe Table of the feveral Pofts, Queftions, Novelties, 
Poms, and Charcfers contain’d in it; and for che Se- 
cond, Third, Fourth, and fucceeding Volumes, they are 
to comprehend, or invelope with in their fpacious Cir- 
cumference (for Three Thoufand Pofts might furnifh 
News for Three Thouland Years) no lefs than all the vifi- 
ble andin‘eBectual World.— I might enlarge in my gene- 
ral Account of this new Undertaking, but indeed I cannor 
better or fuller def{cribe Dunton’s Oracle, than by telling 
you in Two Words ’t every thing; for as the Lives and 
A&tions of great Princes contain one Way or other the 
areateft Part of the Hiftory of the Times and Ages they 
live in, fo the Reader will find in my Three Thoufand 
Pofts (but more efpecially ia that call’d the Ratler, Or 
Traveling. Poft) the whole Delfcription of, I fcorn to fay 
one Country, one Age, or one World, but of ail che 


habitable and uninhabitable Creation, Yerra incognita —~ 
defcrib’d as plain as /reland in Petty’s Survey, every Foot, 
Pcarch and Inch on’c, Virtue and Vice, Wit and Folly, 
all the Humours, Religions, Cuftoms, Whims and ~ 
Cosnundrums of Mankind, Dire&tions how to bear ~~ 
himfelf in every POST and Stage of Life, from the 
Sucking Bottle and Clouts to the laft hot Suppings and 
burying in Woolen. i. ¢. from the Infant to the Funeral- 
Pott. 

You that after the vile Cufloms of the Age behave ~~ 
not your felves as you ought towards the Spoufes of — 
your Youth, who render not what they ought to have, 
all that Refpe&t, Tendernefs and Complaifance— look — ~ 
ye what bere #! Look and learn, fee the Pattern of Jafting = 
Affeétion, and the very Warming-pan of Love and Duty, © 
in the Loft Rib reflor'd, or the Conjugal-FPos, as it proves = 
the Relation between Man and Wife is not diffolvd = 
by Death, but abides for ever; a Notion wholly new. “5 

Then for Difcretion to avoid Dangers, and all that; = 
but ’ewere endle{s corunthro’ all Dunton’s Three Thoue 
(and Pofts, let it fuffice Sir Knaw-pof, thou wilt find in my Bs 
Weekly Pofts lictle lefsthan an exact Pattern of Heroick 
Virtue in all Circumftances, and on all Occafions; ~~ 
‘Prentice, Mafter, Traveller, Courtier, Sailor, in a ~~ 
Shop, out on’c and in again, Author, Bookfeller, Prine | 7 
ter, and what not ? in all Offices and Places, from Scar — 
venger upto High-Conftable, and fo onwards; and if — 
Three Thouvfand fuch Trading, Rbiming, Wooing, and © 
Cafuiftical-Pofts, &c, been’t a Treafure, let the World 
Shew a better, | 

As for the pretty little Virtues of Comity and Urba: 
nity, thefe Pofts furnifh you to.a Miracle, for have you a 
Mind to divert either your felf or Friend with the moft © 
pleaiant and agreeable Entertainment, a Man’s Jawsmuft — 
be made of Iron and faften’d as clofe to one another as if 
*cwere donewith the Pins of a Shop Window. If the 
Love-Post, Sibil-Pefl, Tatling Po, Mufer’s Pof, and Guild- 
ball-Pos, don’t now and then wrench ’em afunder and © 
difcover not only the Teeth in his Head, tut the very 


Grin of his Soul, and fuch an intelleétual Te-ke as will ~ , 
force the very Heart to be it felf for Joy, andthe “94, 
Blood fluw out at fuch an immoderate Rate as ’twou’d | 

be almoft impoffible to hold faft any thing elfe 5 tho’ ie 


o’th’ other Side he'll meet with Pofts (fuch as the Wbip- a 
ping Post, Mob- Pos. Ignorant-Poft,Mad-PoS andSick-Pofl) that — 
tho’ they may’nt fpoil,will yet temper his Mirth,and as the 
Egyptians had, (and they were cunning old Fellows) be 
a Death’s Head in the Midft of his Dainties. 

Thus have I given an Account in general of my ~ 
Athenian News, or Three Thoufand Pofts; I now pra 
ceed to a more particular Explanation of my Weekly © 
Project. And here I fhould firft acquaint you that I call © 
my Athenian News a univerfal Entertainment, as 1 have 
chofen the Univerfe for their Circuit, with al] that it com: 7 
tains, but I refolve more particularly to difcourte of ~ 
whatever fhall occur new and curious in ali Faculties, © 
Arts, er Sciences; for which End I have eftablifh’d an 7 
Athenian Po at the Hague, Leiden, Utreckt, Fravkfort, 
Bruffels,and, Amfterdam,that I may have early Notice of all | 
that the Learned or Curious in other Parts fhali from Time” 7% 
to Time judge worthy of publick View. g4 
And here take Notice, thac under the Title of Three = 
Thoufand Pofts there is included Hiffory, both Civil and? 
Ecclefiaftical, Philofopby in all its Parts,the Mathematicks, with 


all their furprizing Inventions and Effedts, Fh.fick with its: 
| Trai 


~~ sand wonderful Cures, and Philology with all its known 
Criticilms, and as to Theology, icarce one Poit of mj 
Three Thoufand bot what fhall be garnifh’d with it, ex- 
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to divert and amufe 4, fo thet the Reader will meet in 
Dunton’s Oracie A compendicus View of univer) al Learning, 
and with avery {mall Expence either of Money, Time 
or Pains. 

And this I think is as particular an Account asI need 
give of my Three J houfand Potis 5 and as to my Atkeni- 
an Mercury that is to be added to each Poft, that it may 
in Time be made a univerfal Diretory for any that labour 


) 


>» under any Scruples whatever, I fhall (with the Affiftance 
foe I am promis’d) not only anfwer all nice and curious 
4 Quefiions in Divinity, Hiflory, Philofopby, Love, Poetry, 


&c. but fhall alfo infert feveral nice, fecret, and uncom- 
mon Cafes that were lately (and may hereaiter be) fent 
‘tome: Andthat I mayarry on my Athenian Proje& in 
* {uch a refin’d Manner as may gratify the curious, but 
more efpecially my ingenious Querifis, I defire all my 
Querifts to keep the following Order, as to the Subjeét 
Matter of thofé Queftions they fhall hereafter fend to 
= Dauntron’s Oracle; Viz 
>) I. That they fend no Queftions that have already been 
~~ anfwer’d in my old Athenian Oracles, for no fuch fhall be 
- anfwer’d here. 
oe II. That chey fend no obfceae Queftions, for I fhall 
_ anfwer none that have any Tendency that Way. 
-~ II. That they fend no Riddles, or Equivocations, 
for they are of no Ule to the Publick. 
| IV. That they fend nothing, the Anfwer of which 
- may be a Scandal to the Government, or an Abufe to 
particular Perfons. 
' V. That no Querift fend above One or Two Quefti- 
", ons at the moft, at one Time, for then they will be the 
~ fooner at Liberty to fend again, and perhaps fomething 
= more curious than what they fent at firft. 

VI. and Laftly, ‘Fhat they fend nothing that may be 
Pdeftructive to the Principles of Virtue and found Know- 
‘ledge, and thenlet my Querifts be as nice and curious as 

they pleafe. 
| And‘if any Gentleman will fo far contribute towards 
ithe‘ compleating my Queftlion-Projeé, as to fend me what 
rare Queftions or Cafes he has met with, (either in Print 
r Mapufcript) provided he fends nothing but what is 
Pnice and curious, (for no common Queftion fhall be in- 
ferted in Dunton’s Oracle) 1 fhan’t fail to infert it in this 
Paper, and be always ready-to own the Obligation : 
And that none of my Querifts may be put to the double 
harge of buying the fame Queftions twice, I fhall not 
Sonly anfwer whatever nice and curious Queftions are 
fent to me, but fhall re-anfwer (in the fame Manner I 
have done in this Firft Volume of Dunton’s Oracle) all 
hofe valuable Queftions that have yet been anfwer’d by 
he Interloper, or Britifh Apolo; and when I meet with 
ny Queftions that require immediate Satisfaétion, (if 
ent to the Sword in New-ftreet) they fhali never fail of an 
nfwer in my next Oracle, | 
_ I know the Criticks will here fay, That no Man is able to 
@xfwer al nice and curious Queftions, and that by Reafon of 
@ Seven Years ’Prentifhip I mibft needs be a great 
ranger to the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew Languages.— 
© which I anfwer, ’Tis well known to feveral Perfons 
ow living in Londom, that my Reverend Father made me 
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© cept fuch merry and humorous Pofts whofe only Defign is 
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wou’d not have mention’d had not the Brith Apolo mit 
reprelented my Education) and that he was my 7ator him= 
lelt thro’ a whole Courfe of Divinity, Philojopty, Mathes 
maticks 5 and tho’ ’twas my hard Fortune tor | wenty 
Iwo Years rather to /el/ than to ftudy Books, yet I hope 
tor the Ten Years I have made a Retreat from the Noile 
ana hurry ot rade, I have infome Meafure redeem’d 
that precious Time |} had loft in the Purfuit ot Trifles, 
'or!o | count al the World when compar’d with Learn- 
ing) and wherein | was defeétive the Bris) Apollo might 
have try'd it he duidt, tor he faw 1 wore— a brighter 
Weapon than a Pen— and was fo little atraid either of 
his Learning or Valour, that I gave him both a pub: 
lick and private Interview. Then how falfe and ungene- 
rous was he, to tell the World 1 was a Stranger to the 
Arts and Sciences? Or fuppofe | was fuch an /gnoramas as 
a Selt-interefted Interloper wou'd reprefent me, yet for— 
ftriét Juftice— triendfhip— Gratitude— Extempere 
Verle— ProjGing— and Application to Bufineis— 
Chad my Oracle no other Quality to recommend it) I’m 
fo vain to think that allthat know me (cxcept Knaves or 
Fools) will give mea greater Charaéter than | think it 
modeft to mention inthis Preface, and this is own’d by 
my very Enemy the Brisijh Apolo, in one of his Letters, 
wherein he fays,— Mr. Dunton, Since you appear to have 
a projetting Head (all Heats apart) if you think fit 10 appoint a 
Time | will meet you, where fomething perbaps may be concerted 
for mutual Benefit.— And fincethis Letter was writ, the 
Britifb Apollo told my worthy Friend Mr. William Lutchwich, 
That at the fame Time he was writing againft me he declar’d 
10 4 Friend of bw that he bad that honourable Opinion of me 
he would rather joiz with me ina Weekly Paper than with any 

other Manin England. _ 

I might enlarge, but I have faid enough already to 
prove (if either Variety or Novelty will recommend a 

Weekly Paper) I have hit on a Foft-Projef will pleale all 

tke World 5 and to make this Athenian Treat yet the 
more entertaining, I fhaW often publifh an Occafonal. Post 
that will refpeét the Time, both paft, prefent and to come. 
As to the Time pafi—I fhall furnifh out a Lame-Poft, 
i, &» review all the miraculous Events from Adam down to 
the prefent Year; for I don’t incend to confine my felt 
altogether to what is modern, but willreferve a Liberty 
to divert into the Paths of Antiquity, view the Recefles 
of former Ages, and enquire into the Produétions of 
ancient Learning. ‘Then my Poft refpeGting the Time 

paft may properly be call’d 7be Lame-Toft, as ’tis a Work 

of great Curiofity and vaft Extent, and (like a Lame-Poft) 

will tell nothing for Athenian News but what is plain 

Matter of Faé. , 
As tothe Time prefent— I fhall oblige the Lovers of 
Novelty with—- 7be Gentleman's Poft, or the Mercury 
Gallant, confifiing chiefly of merry News, Athenian Jefts, 
the Quinteflence of Plays, (from the firft writ to the laft 
afted) humerous Poems, with other Comick Wir, tranfla- 
red from the Mercury Gallant and ether Fournals, with large 
Additions, both in Profe and Verfe, writ by A, B, C, 
D, or the Society of London Poets. This Gentleman's 
Poft will refpe& chiefly the prefent Times, and as ’tis 
to comprehend the Comick Wit that occurs daily in 
Converfation, ‘twill be the mo facetious Poft of the 
Lhree Thouland, and for that Reafon fhall be continu'd 
in Dunton’s Oracle as often at the Mercury Galant continues 
to be printed a Pars, 


arly acquainted with the learned Languages, (which I 
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As to the Time to come— I won’r thank the fevereft 
Ciiick»o {mile en ng Poft-Proj i, feeing to gratity my 


Abnian vieais L have fecel’d fas yo Cl hear anon> 

Cir efoondence with feverai fi. ft rate Wirs in London 
Ox 0 14 Cob tdge, and having contiatted a Friend- 
fio }oarn ft Geouiemen of ail Parties. and in moft 
Cou ‘ries, | hove mow done with a!l Pary Difowes, and 
wihi 24 gin Dunton’s Three jh and Poft 
but wharc asa circet Tendency to heal our Divitions, or 


fome Wa, or other to pro note Virtue or Learaing or 
now anithena litle harmlefs Mirch. 

So «that Dunton’s Oracle will contain News that the 
London Uazette gives no Account of, tor the moft minute 
Thing. (chat will afford either Mirch or Inftruétion) 
fhan’t ’ cape my Quill. So much as the Country Wakes, 
Wel. b Ch. ftenings, and new Modes, fhall be the Sdjeét of 
a Mevry-Polt.— The Popifh saints will often wane a 
Caro izing Poft,— The Poft-Pilgeon hall be loaded with 
Billzcs deux,— Phekep: Mifl:s will uraifh out a Wooring- 
Poft, aod tometimes a Houle to be let (or Widow in 
Mourniog) fhall divert my Reader with an s/ippocrtsical 
Polt 

So that many Things will be met with in Dunton’s 
Oracle that cannot be met with elfewhere, and yee the 
Pofts publith’d in this Firft Volume are buc lore Ejjays, 
but by what they are you may julge what will follow: 
Contider therefore thisonly as tne Defign of a Work 
which Time will better poli fh 

And therefore (as my A:benian Society is now as re- 
fin’d and large as I need with it) I fhall tor ever exclude 
that falfe and ungratetulRun-away who advis’d me to fight 
the Britifh Apollo, \ed me into the bield of Batcle, and then 
left me to the Mercy of his roaring Cannon, tho’ he 
knew Athens was never beaten, (that { always ftood by 
him at a dead Lift) and that *twasthe Character of Fobn 
Dunton, that in the litteral War be would either diz or con- 
quer, or at leaft, would never defert the Quill “till he had 
mounted Three Thoufand Pofts. 

if you afk me what I mean by Three Thoufand 
PoRs, 

Tanfweryby Three Thonfand Pofts I_ mean the pub- 
lifhing Three Thoufand new and diftin€& Subjeéts, till 
the (aid Subjeéts are compleated: So that whenever | 
entitle Dunton’s Oracle The Sibil-Poft, The Rhiming-Poft , 
The Mud-Poft, The Proverbial-Poft continu’d, I don’c 
mean any new Poff, but a Continuation of the Subjea 
before treated of, ’till tis compleated in the Co rfe o! 
my Weekly Oracle: And as by Three Thoufand Pofts is 
meant Three Thouland diftingét Subjeéts, fo I call every 
Bubj-& a mew Poff, as every Subjeét is to contain Arbeni- 
an News, adapted as much to the Defign of a Poft as the 
Subjeét will well bear, of which you have Five nice and 
curious Inflancesin— The Bed-[oft,— The Mil)-Poft,— 
The Knaw-Poft,-- The Sign-Poft,— and in the Poft 
properly fo call’d.— All which Pofts are wricten b. 
Cambridge and Oxford Scholars, and fent to Danton’s 
Oracle, toencourage him by that and other facetious Pofts 
to proceed in the publifhing the Three Thoufand Potts 
promis’d in the general Title to this Vol:me: §$» chat 
fhou’d the Oracle call’d— The Pot continu’d— fornifh 
out Five Hundred diftingt Numbers on the fame Subj-& 
they are all but One Poff, as they all club tothe fivifhing 
of it, my Defign being that my Arbentan News the ll 
perfee Three Thouand difting& Polls, which (fhould I 
adi no. more) is enough to convince the Lovers of Nv- 


velty how much I have Jabour’d to gratify their Curi-- 


ity; and therefore were not myold Querifts very un- 
grateful Dunten’s Ortcle before this wou’d ha’ been dif- 
peis’t (asmy Athenian Mercury formerly was) to every 
Nook and Corner of the Quecn’s Dominions, for my 
Queftion-Proj. # was Six Times re-printed under the Titte 


of Athenian Mercury, and Three Times under the Title of 


| ] risle is Coimpos'd by 
more and greater Pens than ever affifted in the Athenian 
Oracle, *tis but reafonable to think fhould meet witk 
the iame , if nor a more general Acceptance, in Regard 
the Three Thoufand Pofis mix’d with it isa new Projeét 
to gratify the Lovers of Noveity, and will in Time 
render it 2 umiver{al Entertainment ; for that my Weekly 
Treat might pleafe the mott nice Palate, “tis now drefPd 


4rf, ' ra j ° s,! ¢ beserP an 
(as Ln Urd it atid ds AAMT S 
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¢ One Sibil, or a Lady of refia’d Wit and Piety, 
| Two Members of the old Achentan Society, 
A humorous Club of Oxford Scholars, 
| Three generous, learned and polite Gentlemen now 
, living in Cambridge, 
By< A, B, C, D- oc a Society of Lovdon Poets, 
+ A great Critick in the Hebrew Language, 
| A Reverend, Learned, and Aged Divine, who fends 
| fuch nice, fecret, and uncommon Cafes to Dunton’s 
Oracle (concealing the Perfon) as have.occur’d to 
him in a Life of near Fourfcore Years, 


Befides the mrany nice and curious Pofts chat are daily fent 
to Dunton’s Oracle, to render it 4 univer{al Entertainment, 

Thete feveral ingenious and learned Gentlemen ob'erv- 
ing how long the Bririjh Apollo has beea leffening the 
Credit of my Queflion- Proje by his weak and ridiculous 
Anfwers,have promis'd to give me their beff Thoughts upon 
any Queftion or Subjeét, but on this (as they are all 
Gentlemen of good Eftates) [can have no conftant De- 
pendance 5 fo thac the /abouring Oar will be always mine; 
But the Affitance I fhall have willbe very conliderable, 
‘or almoft every Day one Benefaétor or other is fending 
me new Pofts— The Pelting-Poft,— The K iffing-Poft,— 
The Horn Poft, — The Play-boufe-Poft,— The Gentleman’s 
Poft,— and the Reviewing-Poft, have been fent to me by 
the Penny-Poft, and fcarce a Week but. the General-Poft 
brings me Athenian News, have receiv’d— The Riffling= 
Po# trom Tunbridge,x—- The Thinking-PcSt from Leeds;— 
The Lame Post from Dover,— The F ting -Post from 
Bedford,— The Dancing-Pof from Chefler,— and feve- 
ral other diverting Pofts from Exeter, York, Norwich, 
and other Places. 

So that now I want no Affiftance either to furnifh out. 
my Vhree Thouland Pofts, or to compleat my Qyeffion- 


Projet. So much as the Brisifh Apollo, finding Duaton’s. oa 0) 


Oracle does but {pread the more by that falfe ard fpiteful 
Character he gave of it, does now genero. fly own, 
(what I prove in my Lying- Post) thar kw pretended Satyr 
wu t real Panegyrick upon it— And that none of his 
Quarterly Sub{cribers may doubt this, he has retracted 
all his Refic€tions upon Nunton’s Writings, by leaving 
them all out in that new Edi'ion be is going to publifh of 
the Brittth Apelo, for ina late Letter he fent to me be 
there fays, —— Sir, 1 have fold the Copy of the Britith 
Aoollo, and have abfolutely expung’d thofe feveral RefleFions, 
on you that were publifh’d in it, Jn Profpcl of. aa 
Accommodation, 1 am, Sir, Your Friend and Servant, 


Aad: 


ae 


i Weg 
i 
Pans . 


The 


Ani upoa oar Friendly Interview, fince this Letter was 
fet ome, Mr. Smith .tlar’d me, (in he Preience of my 
Friend, Mc. W%4 liam Lutmich) that whac he taid to my 

dice was wholly owing to Mifintorma: ion, and tor 


that Reafon he would do me Ju tice * the Britih Apolis 

So tha: as Mr. Smue has now atte ithe Parc of a Gen le- 
mao, (by expunging thole un fer vd Refi étions he 
formerly gave me in the Aritifh Apollo) \ have no further 
Quar: el with him fave only to re Wella Ri 
Gms h< has ye: pudiifh’d, for as I never ttole a Man’s 
Thought or Pro} ie in ay whole Life, (for I think it as 


hone ft so pick bis Pocket) fo Vil futfer no Man Co interlope 
either with my Q ueftion- Proje, my Phenix- Projes , my 
Paradox. Projet, my Poft-Project, or any other Projet of 

Mine, withou it countermining the Interloper, for this I 
‘take to be juft and honourable, as ‘tis doing Right to my 


felf and Projeéts, which I have Need eno: ah to fecure, 
for my Phe rixe Pre j7 was lately invaded under the 
Title of Sibliotbeca curioft. My Eflay enczitl’d The Hazard 


Big Desth-Bed-Repentance has been pyrated im London, 
* Offord and Cambridge, to the Number of an Hundred 
=. and. My Satyron K. WILLEAM has been pyra- 
tea Three Times, my Diary Six, my Bloods 
aed my Book entictl’d Athenianifm (or Sx Hui dred 
Projects in Profe and Ver-e) being too jarge a Vrice tor 
the common Buyers, the fet ” Pri nters have already 
nibling at ic in Penny Shams; JI {hill therefore 
ith in Dunton’s Oracle all that remains ot my Six Hun- 
a@réed Projects and call ’em Asheniani/m, or the Proje- 
Posi. So that the Reader wil! now find in my Ottavo 
Book entitl’d Athenianifm, or in’ my Quarto Paper en- 
$14 Dunton’s Oracle, an entire Collcétion of all my 
Proj, from my Birthtomy Dearth, whch (including 
Poft- -Projed?) is very near Four Tho fand. 
aving given a general and parricular-Account of my 
Projed, charaéteriz’d thofe Twelve ingenious Gentle- 
whole Lucubrarions will recommend it, fhewn what 
nian News will be Weekly feat to Dunton’s Oracle by 
General and Penny-Poft, and told you how much J 
Mefpife all my foure, prejudic’', au deferv’d Enemies, | 
hall now (in the laft Place) conc lude my Athentan Pre- 
face with a bold and daring Defiance to that Bright and 
Prft-rate Author who cond {cends fo lew as to call him- 
M— Th TATLER— i.e. to convince my generous 
Brends (che Weekly Readers of Dunton’s Oracle) that Lam 
"d Cap-4-pee with all Weapons fit to guard my Three 
_ Th bufand Pofts thro’ an Army ef Criticks, I do here (by 
Order of the whole Athenizn Societ y) propofe an honou- 
Bie Challenge to that truly ingenious Gentleman the 
Fimmortal Bickerflaff, to write ei: ‘her pro or con upon all 
Mputable Points. Alexander at the Olynmpick Games 
Bul! wreftle with none but Monarchs, and ’cis bedeath 
MMemdcr of Athens to engage ina Polemick Duel with 
e's celebrated Writer than famous ISAAC, if there. 
he accepts this Challenge the World will foon fee 
mether fine. Language or clofe Arguing will Tattle 
eft, or if he declines a litteral War, asa Thing be- 
th his Fame and Gravity, (as he is Cenfor of Great 
Mazin) he does Dunton’s Oracle no {mall Honour, for all 
Will tay, (-xcepr it be a foure, prejudic d Coxcom)) if he 
es not accept of fo faira Challenge, he only Tatrles to 


Alhizes Cen, 


Men!., or more ‘amufing, than a Literal War, (or a 
# gricing pro and con on all difputable Points) 


¢ been fome Philo.ophers who 


DEDICATION, 


Vv 


Things equally difputable, and rbat the Difference only lies ir 
“6 Advantage of well managing the Argument. Indeed it 

pears to me that there are many Thiogs in moft Sciences 
Ai ii(putable endugh, which it brought to a juft and happy 
fue would bid tair for the moft confiderable Advance- 
mene that has been made in Learoing thefe many Years. 
However, that no Critick may take this Chalenge for meer 


Rattle and Bounce, VN) | make the fir laff, by atk ng our 
Conjuring Squire this puzling Queftion, # ‘bat was 1! » Rede 
on why the Papifts bave corrupted the Hebrew Text, Gen. 


36 156 putting RT tor NWT and by whom was thw done, 
and upon what Occafion ? 

Mr, Bickerftaff, 1 thait further add, In. reading upon 
that known Popick Liberum ar bitriam, I meet with a 
double Dithculty, viz. 1. How, upon Suppofition God cer- 
tainly foreknows humane Aitions, Man can be free? 2. How, 
fuppofing bumane Altions are fre e@, God certainly forcknows 
them ? "which if you reconcile (as I doubt not but you 
can) you will oblige greatly the Athenian Society, as well 
as convince all ingenious Querifis how much you deferve 
that Tatling Fame you have been labouring for in your 
Weekly Paper : But if you neither will, or can an{wer 
thofe Queftions I have propos’d, you muft pardon 
famous //aac, if you fee ’em all anfwer’d 


= 


ae 
fee in Duaton’s 
Oracle under the Title of Bickerftaff’s Pos, or the Chal- 
lenge unanfwer’d, and what my felt and Athenian Bree 
thren advance in the Solution of thefe Doubts ng ll de- 
fend (againft learned J/aac and all his Adherents) to the 
lat Drop of Ink: But as we dare not fuppofe i any 
ot thefe Queftions are too nice or curious for your 

matchlefs Wit to refolve, we'll expett to fee an Aniwer 
to ’em in the firft Tatler you. publifh after your perufing 
of this Challenge, which that you may be fure to read, 
is fent to you by honeft Morphew, 

Learned Sir, If you think Good to accept of this Friendly Chale 
lenge before we propofe any more Subjeis fometbing hail be faid 
(bythe whole Athenian Society) of your fining Character and 
bigh Office, as Cenfor of Great Britain, towards rendring 

this litverat War the more juft and bonour able. 

] fhoutd alfo ve-mind you that fome Civilities muff pafS be- 
tween Eg, Bickerftafk and my Athenian Brethren towards: 
int roducing a better Acquaintance before we proceed to the 
main Challenges, for many Readers of great Candour and 
Filgment being endwd with 2 mighty timorous Conflitution, 
will never enter upon the reading of a publick Challenge 
(the Word Challenge founds fo frightful) without the utmoft Cir- 
cum{p ion, lef in every Line fome fly Thing (lould be lurking 
to circumvent their Fudgments. Now, Sir, | am willing +e 
do all 1 c4n towards eafing thetr Minds ‘of fuch Fealoufies, and 
therefore affure thofe faint-hearted Gentlemen, that they may 
boldly and jafely venture thro’ every Challenge without the least 
Harm to tevir Intelleuals, the orly Danger to be apprebended 
us, thit by too great Precipitancy the many Graces of Compas 
fitton (that will be always found in Pid, Bickerftatt’s Writings) 
miy efcape much WatehfulnefS and Advertency of 
Thought being nece(far) 10 difecrn them all as they po on, where 
they are firew'd fo thick in their Way, for, Sir, tho’ you fhould 
cloath your Challenges (as you do your Yatlers) in the. most 
proper and pellucid DrefS, yet the Beauties of them will be t00 
fine to be eafiiy deftinguifh’d at first View, as they'll be too 
dazling to be jong contemplated, all you write being either 


N the ¢. 


> pleale the Ladies, for fure J am nothing could be more| woaderfully jublime, or valtly profound, but generally bob, 


which {i ws how mighty a Capacity is requir’d to comprcbense 


for there | yaur Lucubrations, and kow bold and daring the Astempt is; 
have affirm’d ai]\to make 4 Pats at tbe defervedly famous Faller: However, 


wife 
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thefe Challenges are net defign’d to trepan any invadvertent 
Reader, nor bave they any Defign upon kim’ bus what w purely 
or bis own Good and our Own Diver fron, 

Reader, Thefe Three Queftions are fent tothe Tatler 
as—— A Trial of Skill, (or honourable Challenge) and i! 
he accepts of it if I retufe any learned Challenge - he 
fends to me, (according to the Praétice of our modern 
Duellifts) let him poft me up for a Coward. 


What tho’ 1 mifS my Blow, yet ] aim high, 
ind to dare jomething % jome Villgry,——= Dryden. 


And therefore, as my firft Challenge is to dare the 
mighty Tatler to puzzie Athens with nice Queftions, fo my 
fecond will be A Chaibenge upon all difputable Things, which 
Challenges (if accepted) will be continu’dWeekly. by the 
whole Athenian Society, which as it confifts of Twelve 
Gentlemen, all Mafters in their feveral Faculties, the 
Vlufirious Bicker{t aff can have no Pretence (fave the Fear 
of ecclipfing the kame he has got by his Weekly Zatlers) 
not to accept {uch a triendly and honourable Challenge. 

And now, Sir Momm, if all this Coft and Garniture 
won’t recommend Dunson’s Pofts to thy Weekly Reading, 
thou art a ftupid, {piteful J know what, and haft no Taft 
Of Novelty, Wit, or Manners but now I think on’t ’tis 
a Tattling Age we live in, and perhaps Dunton’s Oracle does 
not trifle enough to pleafe a vain, foure, bumonrfome Age ; 
however, | new fend this Firff Volume abroad as a true 
Mirror of the World, as well as a new Lookinglafs to re- 
prefent my own private Thoughts and Aétions, for tho’ J 
am now but inthe 48th Year of my Age, yet perhaps 
in this{mall Span (or little Epitome of Life) you may 
read more Errors and Mifiakes than in his whole Years 
are written in Folio, (for every Man to his Trade) and 
hatK out-liv'd Fourfcore, but I hope God’s Mercy will 
forgive the one and thy Ingenuity pardon the other, 

However, my Three Thoufand Pofts fhall now gallop 
into the wide World, and whether it fhall find Enter- 
tainmenct I know not, perhaps it may light into fome 


| 


Lady’s Lap, and have fo much Honour as to poffefs the 
Place of her little Dog, or rather Jasler 5 (for the moft in- 


genious Lady I know in the World fent me Word 5 
Yetterday, that Dunton’s Oracles were now her 1 AT LE; 
(but that | know was a Complement) but jet her bey, 
how fhe handles it, tor it fhe be not Virtuous ic y 
bite her. , | 

I fhall only add, tomy Three Thoufand Pofts I inte 
to annex 


A Farewel to Printing, 


In fome ferious Thoughts on thofe Words of Solo 


Of making many Books there ws no End, and much Study j 
Wearinefs of the Flejh , and atier giving this laft Farey 
to Atkens, I fhall trouble the World with no more Orgy) 
for, having printed Seven Hundred Books written} 
other Perfons, finifh’d Six Hundred Projeéts with » 
own Hand, (which | entitle Atbheniani/m) and after th; 
mounted Three Thoufand Pofts, *cwill be full Time, 
take my Leave of this Life and World. 

Sir Critick, if you look for any thing more partici) 
at prefent, I will not gratify you one Syllable furth 
tho’ every Man of you would engage to take 20 
of Dunton’s Pofts every Tuefday and Saturday for th 
Twelve Month, and fo I bid you farewel ‘till I meet y 
in the Second Volume of Dunton’s Oracle, in the me 
Time, drink wholefome Wine, and pray that I may do 
too, or elfe you may happen to lofe your Weekly Druk 
Keep your Heads warm and your Feet dry, beware, 
Chilblains on your Toes and Maggots in your Brais 
kifs your own Wives, and get your own Children, th 
it be a Thing never fo much out of Fafhion; and,t 
conclude, tipple Three Quarts of Tunbridge Waters eve 


Morning, asI co, (in the Month of Augu/t) and yor - 


never die aslong as you can fee 
Your Athenian Friend, 


And Weekly Oracle, (an’t pleafe ye) © 
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-complifh’d Beau. N. 10.— 


tis ic the Caufe of finful Inclinations? N. 138.— 
t Bodies endu’d with Senfe, as fome Philofophers afhirm ? 
: N, 26.— 


An Alphabetical TABLE of the feveral Polts, Quetti- 


ons, Novelties, Poems, ard Charaters, 


inferted in this 


Firft Volume of Dunton’s Oracle. 


A 


Thenian Poff, or a Pacquee of Thoughts wholly 
new. Numb. 30.— Athenianijm (or Dunton’s 
Six Hundred Proje&s in Profe and Verfe) 
charaéteriz’d by an Exeter Gentleman, N. 3.— 
Atterbury (Dr.) his falfe Latin, N. 5.— Ariadne’s en 
fant Deicription of the Perfon and Courtfhip of an 
Afquint. A Poem. N. 30. 
Apolls’s Po, or the Parliament of Stars. N. 28.— 
Adam, was he created in his perfeét Corporeal Stature ? 
Was he caft out of Paradife the fame Day he 


N. 23.— 

was created? N. 23.— What were thofe Things that 

he did not lofe the Poffefion of ? N. 12.— Aftrono- 

mers, how do they divide the Stars? N. 13 -—- Atoms, 
— Angel, 


s it poffible to prove their Exiftence? N. 15 


v why only one employ’d to do great Matters, and many 
fent to delivera Meflage? N.19.— What kind of Bo- 


lies is it they take when they sflomne Humane Shape ? 
. 25.— Angles of a Chiliogon, why are they not ail 
qual? N. 11. 


op 


The Twinkling of a Bed-faff 
Billet Deux fent to Dunton by a 
N. 10.— Bods 
Are all 


Bed-Pof. N. 17.— 
explain*’d. ‘N, 17.— 
Citizen’s Wite, with his Antwer to tt. 


what particular Humour is 


Britt{p Apollo, 
Is there anv Perfon be- 


there inthat Tile? N.1.— 


~ fides Smith concern’d in writing that foolifh Paper? N, 
Sc. 


How large is the Province that belongs to it? 
British Apollo addrefs’d to in thefe Words, 
Are fuch Words tolerable in a 


PN. 
| And you fhall be my God. 


K *Chriftian Nation? N. 9s 


C 


Cafuiftical-Poft, or Athenian Mercury, its Defign and 
| Ulefulnels, N. 1.— — Coffee-bouft- Poff, or the Fable of the 
‘Trumpeter. N.8.— Clero, a drunken Woman, cha- 
raéteriz’d. N. 24.— Cock (Mary) an extempore Epitaph 
upon her Tomb-ftone, N. 27.— Cheek of a Lady 
kifs'd inftead of her Mouth. N. 27.—- Confcience 
when fcrupulous, what is to be done in that Cale? N. 


'25.— Capacities of the Bleffed in Heaven, how various 
m Willthey be? N.g.— Church, has it Power to rule 
m the Confciences of Men? N. §.— Cain's Marriage, 


how long was it after his Departure into the Land “ot 


= Nod ? N, 1I.— Chr rift, how many Years aie he live 
Be Upon Earth? N. 23.~- Why did he never give Alms to 


! 


the Be gears 1€ heal’d? N, 24.— Why did he heal Dut 


one deat Man? N, 28.- Why did he weep tor Lazurus 
and not for Foba Bapr iff N. 19— Why did he fic 
while he preach’d to the Multitude? N 12.— How 


many Times did he appear to his Ditciples after his Re- 
(urreétion? N. 17. 


D 

Dunton's Pst, or his dy ing 3 Farewell to - is Life and 
World. N. 1.— His Dedicrtion to the Th N. 2. 
oy Dying larewel to all Perfor al Prejudices. N. 2.— 
3 Dying tarewel to the Follies of Y: uth. N. 27.— 
tiem erry Letter to his She Correfpondents. N. 5 -— 
Dunton, was he the firft Projeétor of the Abenian Mer ‘TY, 
or Queftions Pro} a? \.§.— Dipping-Post, ora Lucu- 
bration upon Tunbridge-Wells, N. 29.— Dwuelling-Pof, 


able Challenge to 


(or a Trial of Skill) being an honour 
Diftraed- Poll, 


the Ingenious of either Sex. N. 13.-- 
ora new Bedlam ere€ted for the Cure of mad Folks. N. 
19.— Drunken-Poff, N. 24.— Drunken Vale for che 
Men. N.24.— Defperate Lover, what are the beft 
Remedies for him? N.7.— David,why deny’d the Life of 
the Child he had by Ber/leba ? N. 17.—  Dilcontented, 
why every Man is fo in in the State affign’d him? N. 
27.— Dy—r, what’s to be thought of his ‘New: c*Letter ? 
N.7.— Death, can any Man prepar’d for it be faid to 
lie fuddenly ? N. 6.— Death,a Welcome (or rather De~ 
fiance) co it, N. 27. 


E 
Earth, is it in the Middle of the World? N. 16.— 
Enoch’s Afcenfion, why did it precede (by many Ages) 


the Refurreétion of all thofe who have been rais’d trom 
the Dead? N.22.— Example, woy are Men more led 
by it chan Precept? N. 12. 


FE 


Fuller ( Alice) an Elegy on her fudden Death. N. 20.~ 
Female Armour, a Poem. N. 28.—- Forms of Prayer, 
do they affift or ftifle Devotion? N. 11.— Free People, 
why do they imprefs Men for the Publick? N. 2. 
French Pox, a Woman not infeéted with it can fhe inafeé 
another with that Difeafe? N. 26, 


G 
Globulows Unfulation t Fxprefiion Senfe ? 
> 
N, 3 


f ; Fichvow 


me 
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An ALPHABETICAL TABLE. 


H 


Hebrem Tongue, how might it be made more eafy 
and familiar > N- s5.— Heavens, are they round, and 
do they move one within the o her, from the E18 to 
che Wefl, heir ufual Courfe? N 13.— How were they 
open’d when Chritt was baptiz’d? N. 13.— Hezkiah, 
why did not God offer to him tocaufe the Sun to ftand 
ftill, as he did to Ffbua, but to make it run extraordi 
marily? N. 21.— Aor. i, 1. Ode 1. tranflated by a 
Cambridge Scholar. N.27.— Hor. Sat, 1. Qui fit Mace- 
nw paraphras'd. N. 27. 


I 

Ignorant-Po, or an Effay proviag we know nothing. 
N. 25.— F.fferies (che antient Water-dipper) her 
Epitaph. N.29.— Innocence, what is it? N. 17-— 
ews, why are they fo angry about one Word in the 
a7th Verfe of the 22d Pflalm? N.7.— ‘Fonas, what 
Sort of Fifh was ‘hat which fwallow'd him? N.6.— 
fob’s Sons, why have they no Names in the Scripture, 
fecing his Daughters are nam’d therein? N. 22. 


L 


Love-Po#, containing all the Billets Deux, tender Let 
ters, and Love-Cafes, that were formerly fent to the 
Athenian Society. N.10.— = Lying-Poft, or Vitions prov’d 
Realities by Way of Paradox. N. 4.-- Litthe-Britain, 
Two Facobite Letters fent from thence to Dunton’s Oracle . 
N. 11.— Ladies Liquor, a Poem. N.27.— Love's 
Duel. N. 27.— Love a Spirit. N. 27.— Love in 
Spighe what isit? N 6.— Love’s Paradox. N. 28.— 
Letter to all ingenious Querifts. N. 30 — Law of Grace 
what is meant by it? N.21.— Lay Perfons may they 
adminifter Baptifm ? N. 25.— Light which we fee 
when the Eye meets with a Blow what is it? N. 3.— 
Loidfione, how is it generated, and what are its Effeéts ? 
N, 3.— Laughter, what is chat Diftortion of the 
Countenance which wecall fo? N.12— Lazarmw, why 
was it Four Days before he was rais’d from the Dead ? 
N.18— Jeab being dead how did fhe do Homage 
unto Fofeph? N. 19. | 


M 


or a comical Relation of the Bread and 
Mob-Pofl, or the Secret Hiftors 
of High-Churcn. N.2.-—— Mob threaten Duntoe with 
h for anfwer ng Dr. Sackeverel’s Sermon. N. 2— 
Mi—_-—- (Dr.) 


* 
Club. N. 22.-— 


~ . “Ac bh, >» sas s » at Pp AT < on oe 
concerning the Being of a God. N. 13.-- Morn, a 
Poem. N.25.— Ma: Pye, feverai pieafant Tales about 


him. N.15— Memory (intelleéiual) of what Ue will 
it be in Heaven? N. 6.— Minds of Perfons deceas’d, 
is thereany Inftance where they have declar’d themfelves 
happy or miferable? N, 16.— Moments of Time, 
why are they call’é Seconds? N.3.— 


N 


Nickol’s (Dr.) his Advice to the Tunbridge Water-drink- 
ers. NN.29.— od, where was that Land? N,11.— 


Name, may a Man lawfully change his own Name ? 
ine O 


Otley Grove, a pleafant Picture of Nature. N.14.— 
wl, (che Bird of Athens) witha remarkable Story of an 
Owl that preferv’d the Life oi a King of Tartary. N. 14, 
Offences, am I oblig’d to forgive ’em to my Brother une 
lefs he profefs fincere Repentance? N.9. 


P 


Post properly fo call’d. N,23.—- Poetry fatyriz’d in 
feveral Prologues and Epilogues. N.27.-—— Perfpeétives 
glafs, why fhould one End of it make Objects appear fo 
much lefs than the other? N.3.— VPendulums of the 
fame Length,why won’c they vibrate Seconds in all Des 
grees Of Latitude? N. 3. 


R 


Queftions, what Rulesare to be obferv’d in fending 
of ’cm to Dunton’s Oracle. N, 21. 


R 


Rhiming-Pof, or a Poem on any Subje& cefir’d. N. 
29, 28, 30oe— The Race-horfe, a Poem. N. 28.— Reve 
21. from v. 1. to the gth paraphras’\i. N. 27.— Refure 
re&tion of Man’s Body, will it be by a certain incorrup- 
tible Bone? N. 23.— Refurreétion of one from the 
Dead, why was it never the firft Miracle of any Man? 
N.22.— Remembrance, wherein does it confit? N, 
12,— Religion, who frames a Model of it by the Mold 
of Human Reafon ? N, 22.— Revolution , was it 
brought about upon the Foot of Refiftance? Nig. 


S 


Sibil-Po%, ot Ideal Kingdom, containing the Colonie 
of fine, curious, new, noble, and odd Fancy, N.7, 11, 
12,18, 22—— SurprizingePofl, or a brief Narrative of 
fuchas have dy’d fuddenly, from Futychus down to the 
fudden Death of Dr. Fobn Howe, acdrefs’d to all fuch as 
are in perfect Health. N, 20—  Singing-Pcft, or Malick 
of Birds, with Variety of diverting Poems on the 
Nightingale, Lark, Finch, Canary-bird, writ by the chief 
Wits of the Age. Nw 14, 15.— Speaking Quill, a Poem. 
N.23.— Sibiis, whether the Account we have of ’em 
be a Fiction, orif real, what is their Names, Number, 
and Country? N. 24.— Science of natural Philofophy, 


1 


everal Letters between him and Duaton | 
; whom adjudg’d to their final States? A’. 3.— 


will it remain in Heaven ? WN, Souls, how are 
hey in our Bodies? N. 26.— departing, by 

gd t Souls of 
the Bicfl=d, being feparated from their Bodies, do they 
know one another? N. 26.— What is it they fhall 
know in Heaven? N.g.— Will they obtain the Know- 
lo ‘ge of the Affairs of this World, fince the Creation 
of 11? Nyo.— Sun, if he had leap’d Ten Degrees 
forward, according to the Offer was made, by how 
much would his Swittnefs have furpaf.’d the Swi'tnefs of 
his ordinary Motion? N. 22.— Stars, whether or no 
they be tranflucent of themfelves and tranfparen:? N. 
13.— Sea, how it chanceth that it does neither overe 


wr wa 


Sou] 


flow, augment, nor enlarge it felf? N.13.— Seas 


compals, 
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nal aie tas hint 


nd 
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Wife of near Four!core Years. 


| Pe hing. Mi &, 
My of Archireéts. 


Oeentinu’d, being the Colony of duli Fancy, 


Birds. 


Compafs, why was net that Secret difcover’d to Solomon ? 
W.18.— Satan, doth he poffc{s any, or is it only fome 


melancholly Humour that poficheth Men? N. 23.— 
Sin, why does not the Scripture name the Year or Day 
when it begun? N.24.— Selah, is it not a hignihcative 
Word, and wherever plac’d, does it not fhew the Voice 
isto be rais’d there? Nv21.— Seed, the Lofsof it, is 
$¢ the Lofs of Souls? Nv 15.— Shame, what is that 
Paffion that iscall’d fo: Sutor ne ulira Crepi- 
dam,en’t ita proper Admonition for D-—— D——— F ? 
and what’s to be thought ef the Account he gives us Oo! 
the intended Invafion upon North Britain’ N. 6.— 
Ston2, Gout, Cholick, may be felt (as is largely prov’d) 
without Pain. N. 4.— Smith, the Interloper, (or Brt- 
tifh Apolic) his edd Charaéter, with Reafons thewing 
the Neceffity and Juftice of re-anfwering all the Quefti- 
ons he has yet publifi’d. N. 4, 5. 


3 


Ay - 
IVe 12 


Tatling-Po#, or the Garrulicy and Impertinence ot | 


omen expos’d and defended. N.16.— Thief on the 
i 
Crofs, is his late Repentance a parallel Caie to our com- 


mon De:th-Bed-Repenters, and what Encouragement | 


May great S nners take trom thence to defer ¢ 
ntance to a Death-Bed ? N. 8.— Three Men menti- 
@n’d in Scripture, who are they, that knew from Hea- 


4n ALPHABETICAL TABLE. 


heir Ree | 


ven the Place where they fhould dic? Nvag.—= Trade, 
are thefe Times wherein a young Man may fafely fet up 
and manage a Trade? Nv 21. 


u 


Upholfterers Company charaéteriz’d. N.17.— Un- 
lawtul Means, ts it never neceflary to ufe °em? N. 18,— 
Virgin in Hafi to wed, a Poem, N, 238. 


W 


Whipping Tost, or a War with Vice and Error. NW. 3.— 
Wedding- Post, or Conjugal Lottery, wherein all Virgins 
that fubicribe One Hundred Pound are fure to have a 
Huiband for’t, and all Batchelors a Wife, the Prize 
Ladies being trom 2cool, to soo]. N. 28, 29.— The 
whymfical Lady, a Poem, N. 28.— Wind, what isic? 
What its feveral Qualities? and how is it engender’d ? 
N.9.-—- Weeping, what is that Paffion we call {o? 
N. i2.—- World, ac what Period of Time fhall it be 
i! diflolvd? N. 26. 


| Z. 
| Zodiack (feign’d) aPoems being Claudian. Epigr. de 
Sphara Arckimedw imitated. N. 28. 


The following POSTS will be all 
Oracle ; Viz. 
I. HE Royal- Pot, or a Panegyrick on the prefent 


Adminiftration, both in Church and State. 
2 The Healing-Pos, or an Expedient for a gene- 
wal Conformity. 3. The Sick-Pof, or diverting Phy- 
fick for every Difeafe incident to the Soul and Body. 
@ The Poet in Love, or the Courting- oft, being a Satyr 
on his firft MiftrefS. 5. The Lady’s Plty-felow, or 
the /p-Dog-Pof, being a Funeral Oration upon Feel, 
Ware Lap-Dog to Midam 6. The Ogliug 
Pot, or News forthe Batchelors. 7 The Vicar ot bray, 
@F the Turn-coat Po. 8. The A, B.C, D-Pott, or Numb. 
4 9. The Proverbia!-lo%, or a Poetical Defcane upon 
glifh Proverbs, a Work never attempted before in 
Werle. 10. The Leg. Poff,or a Woman’s Face and Breaf. 
Compar'd with her Poot. 11. The Fragrant-Pofi, © 
Parliament of Elowers. 12. The Aged-Pof, or Dunton’s 
@orre{pondence with his fpiritual Guide upon fuch nice, 
fecret, and uncommon Cates as have occurr’d to him in 2 
13. The Sign Pot, 
ted to Foln Dunton, Efq, Po't-Mafter Genera! of Great 
itain. 14. Moderation on Aorjeback, or the Charitable- 
; blowing his Horn to ail Partie is. The Pilory, 
16 The Convocation Poff, or the Aflem- 
17. The Sibii-Pot, or ldeal Kingdom, 
18. The 


—~ 


dedi 


Mill-Pcft. 19. The Kraw-Poft, or the Pi@ure of a 
Mritick, 20. The winged-Poft, or the great Council of 


21. The Reverend-Poft, or every Man his own 
The Rather, or Travelling-Poft, being a 


") 
a + . 


oo 
ation. 


pe@Omick Rambic into the World, and out on’t, and in 


inferted in the Second Volume of Dunton’s 


azain, and then round it. 23. The Cathelick-Poff, or 
News from Rome, 24. The Dead-Pofi, or a ftrange 
Hiftory of fuch as have recover’d after they were 
aétually hang’d, with their feveral Relations what Death 
is. 25. The White Sbh-et, or the Pennare = Poft be. ng the 
publick Confefhion of a Fornicator who ftood in a white 
Sheet in St. swithin’s Charch about Sixty Years AZO. 
26. Phaeton, or the Sun Pifl, 27. The Pofi-/cript, or 
the After Thought. 28 Lhe Red-ketter Saint, or the 
Canonizing-Poft, occaiion’d by the Pope’s Promife to 
canonize Pope Piws V. and Five other néw Saints, 
rext Eafier, 29. Stormy Weather, or the Amufing-Poft, 
20. The Lame-Poft, or a Review of miraculous Events, 
from Adam down to the prefent Year, the firft remark- 
abl: being the Life of an old Woman (now living 
in London) who gives the Hiftory of near 120 Years from 
her own Memory. 21. Death-Bed-Charity, or Alms and 
no Alms, being a Poft trom St. Albans, giving an odd Ac- 
count of the Life, Death, and Funeral of chat {craping 
and malicious Wretch, Madam Fane Nickolas. 22. The 
Devil’s Chappel, or the Play-boufe-Poft. 23. The loft 
Rib reflor’d, or the Conjugal Poff, proving the Relation 
between Man and Wife is not diflalv’d by Death, a Noe 
tion wholly new. 

*,* Theie, with great Variety of other Novelties, 


fhall all come into the Second Volume of Dunton’s 
racle. Then judge Reader, if the Fic and Second 


Volume of Duaton’s Oracle contain fuch great Variety 
of new Pofls, what a vaft Variety of Novelties witt 
>: contain’din Three Thoufand Potts! 


le ‘Twelve 


owe 
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Thenianifm, or, the New Trojeds of Mr. Jonn Dun- 
con, Author of tke Ejizy emsithd, Ih idazard of 

as hes se al yl eS . r? = a _ 3 ais 

3 Death-Bed Repentance, bzing Six Hundred difttnct Tred. 


= ' ° . . ’ , . Te = 
_ ‘ > — o > y oF) wire . , , ‘- 
tijesin Proje and verfe, wie tke Authors Efigtes, ajo an 


r 4 ’ ’ ~? Dvrsea ’ “L } 
Heroisk Poem upon Dunton’s Projects 5 written by the Athe- 
r > Pp Bound 6s. The Projeits are, 1. Ibe 

- 2. {d¢2 0 ato and Ubpore 
T * a , r 

* iJ) i . ry ti4e nm" ~ 4 ‘ < 4 4 - 

x a yj b p, “ ox 7 y,uarve 4 li" ve CET iAn, 
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or 2nice Patsern holy Living 5 with the diverting Letters 

‘ ~~ J — "ie a : ee p ~ 
to2t pals. cCetween em for miny Tears. 2, A Satyr upon 
—s : ’ ane 7 7 
i VW iliias being the Secret Hijtory bu Life and 
f oe 9 + . — ‘ = 

Reign: the ath Edtsion. 3. A Conference tetween the fa- 

4 ._-* . - ) . 7 . — 2 . . , Se >, hat nae 

mous Vir, Jonn Dod and Mr. Threga orton, then lying upon 
] ; , ~ } se ~ . 7 MA : . 

kis Death-bea undzr Dezjertion , being an Original Manujfcript, 

. ’ a , - . Ww 

never printed before. 4. Tke Scotch Commeneement, or 4 
a free ; hase nao lad » of 2 noewors? T b! + . Ae bays 

sv ATT AIIVE U) Tr Ral pris 4’ in [Pe Rewer as Aljem $9 dt Edinburg, 


at the date Promotion of Mr. Williams, Mr. Calamy, aad 
Mr. Oldteild, t9 the Degree of Dotors of Divinity. §. The 


penitent Life and Death of Bifbop Atherton, written by Do- 
dior Bernard, with an Originak Minujcripe concerming tke un- 


natural Lewdnes$ of Bijhop Atherton, atrefted by Sir George 
Farwell, Kt. 6. lée DijJensing Dottors, 4 Poems, the Se- 
cond Edition, compleasing she Charatter of the Difenting Clergy. 
7. A General sciltory of Remakable Converjons, frem the 
Thief upon tbe Crojs, downto thw prejent Year 5 with the aie 
Converfions which bave been Jent 16 the Author from-divers 
Parts of the Two Kingdoms. 8. A Poetical Character of the 
motk Eminent. Conformijis in the Queen’s Dominions, 9. The 
fecrer Narrative of Mr, John L—is, (a Diffenting Parjon) 
who was lately filenc’d by bis Congregation for Whoredom, 
with « Copy of Mr. L—is’s Excommunication. 10. Dun- 
ton’s Apoilo, or 4 Continuetion of the Athenian Oracle, 
mbich (with Dunton’s Athenian News, publifi’d every Tuef 
day and Saturday) wil, ina few Years, compleat the Queftion- 
Projett under the Title of Dunton’s Oracle. 11. A Frolick in 
Verje, being Poems on none bus merry, odd, barren and amu- 
fing Subjeds. 12. Lawful Murther, 4 Paradox, or, the Art 
ef Man-liding, as practis’d by the Country Doors. 13. The 
Parfon’s Son, 2 Poem, dedicated tothe Stewards of the next 
Meeting of Clergymen’s Sons. 14. The He-Strumpets 3 a 
Satyr onthe Sodomtte-Club, tke 4th Edition. 15. The mar- 
ry dWiddower, a Paradox being Two -condoling Elegies on 
the Natural and Conjugal Death of Mrs. Mary Cock 
of Chefham, and Mrs. Sarah Dunton of St. Albans. 
16. A Modeft Ejjay upon Due Benevolence, intermix’d with 
Several nice Cafes relating to conjugal Venery 5 with great 
Variety of other new and furprizing Subjeds. 

The Bullebaiting, or Sach——l] dre/?'d up in Fire.works, 
Lately brought over from the Bear-Garden in Southwark, and 
expos’d for the Diverfion of the Citizens of London, at Six 
Pence a-picce, by John Duaton, Author of the Anfwer to 
Dr. K————net, entiifd, The Hazard of a Death-Bed- 
Repentance; being Remarks on a fcandalous Sermon bellow'd 
ut at St. Paul’s on the. «sb of November aft, before the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, by 
Dr, Sach I]. Dedicated to the Right Honourable Sir 
Samuel Garrard, Ber, Lord-Major of the City of London. 
Price 6 de 


~/ + 


Twelve BOOKS newly publifh'd; Viz. 


The Chriftian’s Gazette, or News chicfly refbeZing de 
invifible World , being a Pacquet for the Pious Vittuoli gis 
Subjis never ftarted before. Price 15. fang 

The Hazard of a Death-Bed+Repentance fairly argyy 
from the late Remorfe of W—— laie D—— of D—— 
with ferious ReAcitions on bis Adultcrous Life, — on ku living 

9 long in a known Sin,— ontkat-Latin Epitaph be orderdy 
be fer on the Tomb-Jtone of MifS Campion,-— 4nd upon bpp 
feeming Penitence in bis laft Sickae{i: Aljo the ding Rema 
ftrance ef other Perjons of Quality, and in particular, gi! 

John Hampden, Eg; (formerly Knight of the Shire fo 
r be femt by Monfieur Alix to Dr. Patrick, 


and is publifh'd by Way of Anjwerto Dr. KK 3 Serma 
preack’d at the Funeral of W late D of 
D . The Third Edition, 10 which w added Cow 


A Cat may look on a Queen, or 4 Satvr on Her prefen 

Majefty, atrempted éy John Dunton, Aurbor of the Satyr ts 
C. William ; the Second Edition: Io which w added @ ap 
fiin® Account of tke feveral Fewels inthe Crownof England 
Price 1s. 

Stinking Fifh,-or « Foolifh Poens, astempted dy Jobs 
the Hermit. Part 1. 10 be continwd ’sill the Hermit be 
cry°d al bos Stinking Fifh. i.e. pudblifh’d a fecret as well a 
publick Hiftory of all the Fools and Knaves in the World, 
Price 1s. Od. 

ibe Rump, or 4 Touch at the Ladies Tails, betag 67 
Lampeon privately dipers’d at Tunbridge-Wells ia the Yeas 
1709: by a Water-drinter, with the Names and Charatters oo 
the moff noted Water -drinkers: Aljo a Merry Elegy upon Me™ 
ther Jeff ’ries, the antient Water-dipper , the Second Edititn 
To which «# added, The Lady’s Dreflingeroom, or © 


Tire woman, whil/i they equip for Tunbridge-Wells. Price t% 

The Pulpit-}ool, 2 Satyr oscafion’d by a Jacobite Serma 
(refle@ing on the moft eminent Perfons in Church and State) 
preach’d at White-hall by Mr. H ns, for which he wa 
reprimanded by his Grace the prefent Arch-bifhop of Cantets 
bury: Jo which w added a diftin® Charatter of the mol 
noted Clergymen in the Queen’s Dominions, both Churchmen ant. 
Diffenters. In Two Parts, Price of each 18. 


ddded the Charader of atrue Patriot, written to caution and” 
dire& Englith Freebolders in tke Ckoice ofa new Parliamem, © 
and particularly the EleGors of Bucks. Sy John Dunton, ¢ 
Frecholder of the jame -Cotnty. The Fourth Edition, 
retled and enlarg’d. 
A Satyr upon every Body; to which is added, Duntons) 
Living Elegy, with the Chbaraiter of a Summer Friend} 
al/o the fecret Ziftory of the Weekly Writers, Price bound 2 
All Twelve written by Jobn Dunton, Author of tee 
Weekly Paper emiti’'d, Athenian News, or Dunton’s Oracle 
and ave fold atthe Sword in New-ftreet, near Fetterslane 
where you may kave the Firft Volume ef Dunton’s Oracle 


on 


compleat, or any fingle Number of the Second Volume. 


Morning Conterence between the Beauifh Mifire{S and ba. © 


Plain French, or 4 Satyr upon the Tackers,- to: which w0~ i 


ss 


( Numb. 1. 
Athenian News: 


OR, 


HOtntons Mrarcle. 


] ¢ 4 . * ° “se ? 

fo Jo be comtinu’d every Tuefday and Saturday in Three Thoufand diftin® Pofts, entit!’d— The Poft-Angel-~ The Philofophick 
ick Poft— The Lame-Po— The Con uring-Poft— The Preaching-Poft— The Whipping-Poft— The Courting-Pott— 
ing The Proverbial-Poft— The Mad-Poftt— The Tacking-Poft— The Secret-Poft— The Foolifh-Poft— The Short- 


way-Poft— The Athenian-Poft— The Hanging-Poft— The Intriguing-Poft— The P idge imi 
ae . , : L Dp-ro The Poft Pidgeon ~ Lhe Rhimin 5 
>» Poft— The Mob-Poft— The Lying-Poft— The Whoring-Pott— The Merry-Poft— The Diffenting-Poft— 
Mie The Wicked-Poft— The Fighting-Poft— The Travelling-Poft— The Sick-Poft— Dunton's Poft— The Funeral. 
* Poft— The Poft-Devil— and /o on to Three Thoufand feveral Pofts, Thirty of which compleat a Volume : To which will be ad- 


the t deda General Title, Preface and Index, with an Emblem of the whole Mail, or Thirty Pofts, curioufly grav’d om a Copper- 
éf . plate, to be given gratis to all fuch who take in the Thirty Pofts— To each of thefe Pofis will be-added— The Catuifticab 
™ Poft, or Athenian Mercury, re/olving the moft nice and curious Queftions propos’d by the ingenious of either Sex.— 


The whole publifh’d in Three Thoufand Pofts, to gratify the Lovers of Novelty, and will be fo manag’d as to be made 4 
: } univertal Entertainment.— And rhat every Poft may prefent the Reader with Athenian News, the curious of either Sex are 

defir'd to fend fuch Pieces in Profe or Verfe, (but more efpecially remarkable Accidents and nice Queftions) as may ‘properly be in- 
sy Jerted in either of thefe Pofts, dire@ing them for Dunton’s Oracle at the Sword in New-ftreet, near Fetter-lane, or 10 
a Mr. Darrack 2 Printer in Peterborough-Court, ia Little Britain, mot forgetting 10 difcharge Poftage, 


he ee 

by uefdap March the 7th, 1710.— The Subje2 this Day w— Dunton’s Poft, or 4 Dying Farewel to thes Life and Worlds 
« = in which the undifguis’d Sentiments of 4 Soul ftanding on tbe Borders of Eternity are faithfully reprefented.— By John Duaton. 
i, ae 

: jo, @ Letter to the Interloper, or Britifh Apollo, proving that Man of the brighteft Parts (as be cali’d bimfelf in bis firft Billing, 
a or rather Hawking for Quarterly Cuflomers) a dull, ignorant, falfe and impertinent Scribler, with feveral Reafons, foewing BS 
of Neceffity and Fufiice of reeanfwering all the Quefitons be bas yet publifh'd, 

le 2 ae 

Ie 

eS We all are feig’d with the Athenian Itch, 

o News and new things do the whole World bewitch— Dr, Wild. 

) 

" 
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Dunton’s Poft, or a Dying Farewel to this Life and World. 


Toc quoridie meditare, ut poffis equo animo vitam relinquere : quam multi fic compledantur © tenent, quomodd qui 2 Torrente rapi- 
, 0 atur fpinas & ajpera. Senec, Ep. 4. Et quid babes propter quod expectes ? Voluptates tp/as qua te moramtur ac retinent confump- 
- © fiftt: nulla tibi nova eft, nulla non jam odiofa ipa farierate. Quis fir Vint, quis Mulfi fapor, Jews? Nibil insereft centum per Vefi- 
> cam tuam an mille Ampbora tranfeant’— Atquibac funt, 2 quibusinvisus divellerw ? Senec, Ep. 7%. 
thors have generally che fame Kindnefs for their 


Intelle ual Pofterity. The Humour, as I take it, 
as more to be faid for it in the Jaster than the former. 


Ideal Rudiments, digefts and fafhionsthem; by the Di- 
reétion of his Underftanding and the Vote of his Will he 
invefts the rude Maf with Form and Beauty, compoles the 
Features and adjufts the Proportions, ‘Thus, tho’ he's 
the Mafter of his Work, and entitl’d to fomething more 


Arents are naturally, and fometimes ridiculoufly, 
fond of their own Offfpring 5 and we find that Au- 


parents can give usno Account how their Child came to be 
f fuch a Complexion and Shape; nor can they fay we 
pntriv’d it fos they don’t, defigningly, mix and qualify the 
luids, nor provide Meanders for’em thro’ the Solids : They 
on’t, underftandingly, difpofe and lay all the Threads of 
e Nervous Net-work, the little Bye-balls are ftrange Myfte- 
esto ‘em; they can’t affure us of which Sex it may 
mprove, or whether it mayn’c want a Leg or an Arm. 

ow little therefore can they claim as their own Share and 
rovince in the whole !— On the other Hand, an Author 
las a clearer Infight into his Workmanthip ; he lays alithe 


than the Fee-fimple of his own Creation, yet "tis at the Pe- 
ril of his Reputation if he {peaks one good Word for it. 
Upon this Principle the World won't look upon me as im- 
partial enough todo any {mall Office of that Kind for the 
tollowing Performance. Shou'd I begin to declaim upon 
the Subeét of my own Jnfuthciency, not a Reader but 
wou'd give me Credit. However, none of thefe things move 
me, and my Heart at length is become fo mortified to this 
Life and World, thac it will no more beat Time with the 
Affairs of ’em, I had rather be turn’d into a fecond 


Niobe, a Statue of weeping Marble, to lament the cores | 
. ) 
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of dying Creatures, in being impos’d upon by the Page- 
antry and Shew of the Wildernels, than, any more, to 
make one among the tevoted Admirers. It is h'gh Time 
tor me, at l¢aft, to reat my Sails, I can make Land in the 
other World, and my own little Breath with the Tide of 
Lite will (erve well enough to put me gently afhoar, tho 
vot one Gale of tlonour or Applaufe be ftirring. Not 
chat Ihave any Heart co linger in my Paffage, but I wou'd 


not thrown with Violence, and fhipwreck’d upon the 
Coaft. If the Aebew Pilgrims, under all their Ditad- 
vantages, when Life and immortality were wrapt Up in 


Darknefs, cou'd climb to the Top of the Promifes and take 
believing Views of the Heavenly Country, and if their 
Profpeéts of it cou’d entertain to well, that ths orld cou’d 
pleafe no more, Heb. 11, it may, with greater Reafon, be 
expected that Faith, being the intellectual Subftance of 
things hoped for, and the clear, unquettion’d Evidence of 
things uafeen, fhou’d procure me an abfolute, entire Victo- 
ry over the fame World, efpecially feeing the great Prophet 
has taken off the Shades, and fer Life and Immortality in 
open Day. Nor, does kevelation alone fet me thus 


upon the Borders of another World, but this dying Life | 


has broughe me within a few Pulfes off it, Indeed this 
contraéted Life-time won’t admit that any Mortal fhou’d 
tay, Jama great way off the future World, and if fo, with 
how little Reafon can I imagine it will be long betore I muft 
quit the Stage and draw back the Scenes? My Lamp is not 
fupply’d with everlafting Oi], but begins already to wink and 
burn within the Socket. J admire the Force and Beauty 
of that one Sentence in Senec, Libs 3, de Ira. Cap. 45. 
Dum refpicimus verfamufq, nos, Immortalitas aderit, Men 
have noc the Leifure to look behind and turn ’emfelves but 
Immortality will be upon ’em. 


of my Life and Errors, aad that I fhou’d have come upon | 
the Stage no more. On the other Hand I wou’d offer for 
my felt, that this Performance comes only in the Room and 
Charaéter of an Epilogue juft before the Curtain drops and 
clofes up both the Affion and the Scenes. Befides, we are 
not uneafy when troublefome Company takes Leave and 
walks off, 

{ have along Time very paffionately defir’d the Leifure 
to fiate Matcers and to balance Accounts with this Life and 


2 
to {peak out and to cafe one’s Mind, and I’m refolv’d, one 
for all, todraw forth my naked, undifguis’d Thoughts, jg 


| afmall Compafs, that I may not be tedious to the Reader, 


bit efpecially tomy felf- Not that I perceive in my fe 
any Overflowings of the Gall, or any Fits of Spleen, for] 
freely own it as my fettled Judgment, that this Life ang 
World have Aptitude enough in ’em to fervethe Ends they 
were defign’d for, and we can reafonably expect no more, 
3ut Lknow no Irreligion in it to beat down the Price, and 
'leffen the Value of prefenct Entertainments to its juft Pro. 


| portion, out of a prevailing governing Refpeét to the fy 
jture Life and World.— My Defign is to take a dyin 
| Farewel of whatever I have met with that is remarkable 
and extraordinary in the prefent State, and this, in order 
to render my Remove the eafier. I wou’d not be tom 
out of the World with the leaft Reluétancy, but wou’d {aij 
like ripe Fruit, with a confenting refigned Will, and there. 
| fore to take Leave before-hand may bring the Matter into 
‘fome Forwardnefs. I fhall treat every Farewel with the 
‘fame Solemnity and Serioufnefs, as if I never expeéted to 
| converfe with the thing it felf any more. 

It may readily be objefted here, What Occafion for all thi 
| Ceremony ? Can’t you leave the World without whining and cant 
| ing over it? It never look?d upon you to be fo confiderable as 
exped you fhould fpeech it thus at parting, and wou'd not be 
| offended tho’ you went off without turning about and paying yow 
| Jaft Honours to it. 

| Pray not fo faft. I defign as little Ceremony as you 
| pleafe, and as tor whining and canting, tho’ f know ’tis diffi: 


| cult fora dying Man to {peak in the fame Key and Tone a 
| as when he found himfelf at Eafe, yet, were it poffible, I” 


' wou’d die without a Sigh or Groan. Si tngemuerts falvaber, 


if thou doft but groan thou fhalt be fav’d, is no Article of ue 
The Reader perhaps may think it reafonable the Fifth| my Creed, whatever fome of the Latin Fathers might ~ 
Aft of my Drama fhou’d have concluded with the Hiftory | think of it. 


confiderable, is neither News tome, nor does it mortify me 
much. Had the World treated me with gréater Kindnef§ 
and Regard, it might have got a dangerous Dominion 
overme. When I reflett how great Odds there were once 
that I fhou’d have been hamper’d in its Toils, that my 
Heart and Will fhou’d have been taken Prifoners, I con: 


of it. The Thoughts which the World has entertain’d of 


World: But the Bulinefs has been fo put off, that I can 
properly do it now under no other Form than of a folemn 
Farewe} , and what I have found of Advantage in my 
own Cafe, I’m in Hopes, may be of Ufe to others. | 
have not been cafting about for Medicines to preferve this 
dying Life, which wou’d be a moft hoplets Defign. 


In vain the Tree of Life we boaft, 
Since Paradife, in which is grew, w loft. Norris’s Mifcel. 


either upon my felf or it, and I claim a little Freedom 
upon this Head. Whether the World expeéted this Jaf 
Regard from me, concerns me very little; I am not to be 
govern’d by the Expeétations of others. 


All the World about me is in Motion, the Fafbion of it 
# palling away, and V’m no more than a Bubble upon the 
hafty Stream, 


Tam journeying Day and Night towards an eternal | 
World, and can nu more ftop my felf than one who flides 
down a fteep Place upon Ice, nor am I out of Humour 
that it fhouid be fo. [ am only preparing a Cordial | 


keep up my Spirits, that I may die with the more Courage 


aad the betters Heart. *Tis often taken for amighty Help, | 


ry to Religion and good Manrers, 


a moft worthy Perfon, offended at the evil Difpo- 
fition of our fcribling Age, with’d that it might be pros 


, re vided that none fhou’d write and publifh any thing, 9 
Provebimur portu,terraq, ur befq; recedunt.— Virgil En. 3.73. | unlefs it were fome new Tbing, which fhou’d both be of his 7 


or the Advancement of Learning. 


as Scripture and Reafon will warrant us, 


gratulate my prefent Liberty, and blefsthe great Author 7 


me are not to be the Meafure of the judgment which I pals ae 


As for the Novelty of the Manner of writing, which is, 
attempted in the Farewels, I afcribe it wholly to the pees © 
culiar Oddnels of my Genius, and the Liberty in thinking, ~ 
of which I know none have any Licenfe to deprive me of. 
Tis little enough, if, once in Life Time, I be fuffer’d to 
abound in my own Senfe, fuppofe there be nothing contrae | 
Facobus Acontius, 


he 


own Obferyation, and might make for the Glory of God, — 
I can’t but think this © 
a very pious and reafonable Wifh, for I don’t know a bet- 
ter Way to cure a reftlefS Curiofity, than to purfue it as far | 
For my owf 
Share, I muft own I am feiz’d with the Athenian Itch, to as & 
bigh a Degree as ever any Man was, and am neither igno- § 
rant 


Again, that the World never look’d upon me mw 


ee th 


ee, 
© 


Pant of my fwerving therein from the common Opinions of 
the Times, nor yet infenfible of the many Cenfares I fhall 
incur from fome by reafon thereof, but the Scope of 
Scriptures and Light of Reafon is the Ground of my Be- 
ficf, and fhall be my only Rule in compoling of Dunton’s 
Farewels and being back’d with two fuch Authorities, 
I may venture at any Dilcovery to which they fhall direé 


a 
-e 


The Defign of the whole is exprefly to promote the Di- 
wine Life in my felf'and others, to keep fre fh in Memory 
the ereut World that lies on the other Side of the Grave and 
Death, by difengaging Heart and Will from this; to re- 
) prefent in moft moving Terms the Sentiments of the Soul 
that is jaf upon changing World tor World. °Tis certainly 
fo, Death feems as ftrange and awful, as if no one had trod 
the dark Paffage before us. f know no one that ever de- 
fignedly writ upon the Subje%, or that has fo much as at- 
tempted a particular View of the alter’d Thoughts, which 
@ departing Spirit entertains and forms of this Zife and 
World. A few Hints, and no more, are generally flafh’d 
gn a Funeral Difcourfe, but thofe Hints, as they are occafi- 
Onally rais’d, fo they are occafionally laid again, I am 
forry to obferve thofe Funeral Rites to degenerate fo much 
~jnto meer Cuftom, and to become little more than a hand- 
fome Way of fhutting up the Scenes of Life. The Parfon, 
Zenerally, rings you the fame Changes upon all Emergen- 
ics of that Kind, which has done no little Service to the 
eu of Atheifm, Irreligion, and the Diflolution of Man- 
“ers; asif one Day we fhould introduce the Creed, as well 
~as the Praétice of the Heathens, 

i , 

be Animamg; fepulchro 

> Condimus, © magna fupremum voce ciemus, 


>) Not that I wou’d argue from the Abu/c to the total Neg- 
Wee of Funeral Difcour/es. 

* lamenclin’d, upon fecond Thoughts, to fuffer the Pe 

WMvliarities in the Notion of fome of thefe Farewels to pals 
YWithout any farther Defence, being very little concern’d 
Whether others, in all Points, think and {peak as I do. | 
Rave taken Care the Expreffion fhou’d be as little ambiguous 
7 @s pofhble. I place but little of my Religion in meér Lan 

rage and beaten Terms, but I have with the utmoft Care 
"Wade them as expreffive of my own Jmages and the Efences 
‘Of things, as I was capable; defigning a particular Farewe} 


4 Es J 


As to the Poetry that is interfpers’d, I have no Defign by 
it to chime my Reader into Humour, and to fill up the Va- 
cancies of Senfe with Mufick, only when my Heats were too 
ftrong and flaming for the heavier Genius of Profe, 1 have 
made Choice of the other as a Gratification of my own 
Humour, and not that I fhou’d tire, like a Pack-horle, 
withouc my Bells. 

I have no preliminary Conditions to impofe upon my 
Reader, but give my free Confent that he fhou’d perufe the 
Faremels with the fame Liberty I have writ them. That 
living Religion may be advanced by ‘em, and the true Know- 
ledge of this Life and State, is both the Defign and Prayer 
of thedying Author——— Fobn Duaton. 

Thus, Reader, I have finifh’d my General Preface to my 
Dying Farewmels to this Life and World: 1 fhallin my next Poft 
proceed to particular Farewels, defigning (for the fake of 
Variety) in every one of my Three iboufand Pofts, to bring 
in a fhort Farewel where, tho’ the feveral Farewels will 
be Three Thoufand, 1 confult neither Author or Friend in the 
whole Performance, the Defign of Dunton’s Poft being to 
prefent the World wich my own naked Thougbts, both on 
Perfons and Things, in Three Thoufand diftin? Farewels; 
and whatever Treatment the reftof my Pofts meet with, I 
hope Dunton’s Poft will meet with fome kind Friends, not 
only as tis wholly mew, but as ‘tis my Jaft Farewel to this 
Life and World, and writ with the fame Seriou(nels, with 
as little Art, and as few Quotations, as if 1 were now breath- 
ing my laft, in order to launch into an endiefs Eternity 5 
not but I fhall alwaysacknowledge theAffiftance I have from 


my learned Friends, but on this | have no Dependance: So 
that as univerfal as my Projet is, the labouring Oar will be 
always mine; but more e(fpecially in Dunton’s Poft— The 
Philofophick-Poft— The Wicked-Poft— The Cafuiftical-Poft—- 
The Poft-Pidgeon— The Courting-Poft— The Fighting-Poft—~ 
The Travelling Poft— The Rhiming-P oft— The Preaching- Poft— 
The Merry-Poft, &c.— where I fhall prefent the Reader 
with nothing but what is mew, and challenge even my 
avow’d Enemy, the Britifh Apollo, to find any thing in any 
of thefe Eleven Pofts that he has ever read or feen before, 
which is more than he can fay of any thing he {peaks or 
writes 5 for the learned Malamoris aflures me that * moft 


‘© of bis Anfwers (in the Britifh Apollo) are copy’d from printed 
“ Books: And with thofe Words Dunton’s Pojt bids thee 
farewel “till next Saturday, for hark! the Cafuiflical-Poft 
blows his Horn, and I muft now talk with my old Friends 
the Querifts, 


RD buman Language, with which I have been ftrangely 
et Bbi’d and hinder’d in my Searches after naked Truth. 


TD Baving difcover'd the Rife, Defign, and Novelty of my Athenian, or Queftion-Projeét, in my Book lately publifld, entitl’d 
Athenianifm, or Six Hundred Projets in Profe and Verfe, all Ihave further to fay, by Way of Preface to my Queftion- Projea, 
| i only to acquaint the Reader that I defign to continue this Cafuiftical-Poft, or Athenian Mercury, ia my Weekly Paper, and in 
© the remainirg Volumes that are to perfe Dunton’s Athenianifm, "si J have compleated the Queftion-Projc& under the Title of 
Dunton’s Oracle 5 and that none of my old Friends the Querifts may be put to the needlefS Charge of buying the fame Cueftions 


Oe twice, | foal nor only anfwer ab the nice and curious Oueftions that are fent to me by the ingenious of either Sex, bus {hall re-anfwer 


Apollo, which u shis following. 


all the valuable Queftions 1 find in the interloping Paper, ensitl’d The Britifh Apollo, and in my Poft entitl’d The 
Whipping-Poft, or War with the Authors, (which J (hall ere for the Correition of M. Smith, the prefent Author of 
@ the Britifh Apollo) J [hall not only (hew the Neceffity and Fuftice of proceeding in tkis Method, but alfo prove the Interloper, ov 
© Britifh Apollo, 4 dull, ignorant, falfe, and impertinent. Scribler : And feeing I defign Dunton’s Oracle for a univerfal Di- 
©) redory for any that labour under any Seruple whatevcr, I foall give an impartial Anfwer to whatever Queftions are fent to me by 
> either Churchmen or Differters, for as 1 lately told the World, “* Moderation ws the Principle 1 bave imbib’d in my Infancy, *sie 

» ** that which bas hitherto fupported me ia the sof? wariable and trying Times, and which I bope {hall accompany me to the laft, and 

therefore I fhall neiiber in my Three Thonfand Pofts, Dying Farewels, nor Athenian Mercury, write for any particular Party, 
but for the Goud of Mankind in generals and the firft Queflion 1 foall anfwer is one thas was fent te me relating to the Britifh 


QRic hte 


we 
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Uett. Mr. Dunton, It bas been warmly difputed over a 

Bottle, what particular Humour or Propriety there flou'd 

be inthis Title, Britifh Apollo. We defire your Thoughts upon 

it, which will be a very great Obligation 19 your kumble Ser- 
wants, &C. 

Anjw. The Humour of this Title is taken from the 
Delphic Oracle, dedicated to Apollo, where the Devil, under 
the Name of Pytho, deluded the World by pretending to 
refolve Difficulties, and predi& Buturities. That Devil 
always made Ule of fume ignorant, common Woman, 7. ¢. 
a Whore, and the Vagina uterina was the Organ, out of 
which he pronounc’d his Oracles, while fhe fate upoa her 
Tripos, Origen in his 7th Book again Celfus, p. 339. makes 
very good Ule of this abominable and notorious Practice, 
tarning it into a ttrong Argument againft the Deity ot 
Apollo, “s sme Se Oeds fy as" Er ives O:oyTaso ev Atagols 
’Amomay, Oc. Af Apollo of Delphi were a God, as the 
Greeks imagine him to be, whom fhou’d he rather chule to 
deliver bis Oracles by than fome wife Man? Or if fuch a4 one 
cou’d not be met with, he fhou'd at Jeaft have made Choice of 
one who was upon the Rotd to Wifdom. How came it about that 
be did not prefer the Miniftry of a Man to that of 4 Woman ? 
Or if be muft bive a Woman, woud nothing pleafe bim but the 
Pr—v—ties’ 1 appeal to all fuch Readers as are capable 
to judge of the Original, as to the Faithfulnefs of this Tran- 
flation. No Wonder Apollo fhou’d be liquorifh and rank 
in his Expreffions. This Title muft be very improper for 
a Paper that pretends to refolve all doubtful Cafes in Di- 
vinity. { fhan’t aggravate this Matter at prefent, tho’ 
Materials are at Hand. However,the calling thefe Things 
to Mind made me change the Title of my Weekly Paper 
from Daunton’s Apollo to Dunton’s Oracle, and J find this ne- 
ceflary Change of my Title agrees with the Sentiments otf 
my noble and ingenious Friend Malamoris, for in his Letter 
to me he is pleas’d to afk, Whether it woud nos be moft for 


Mr, Dunton’s Advantage, to give his Paper the Title of 


Dunton’s Oracle, rather than Dunton’s Apollo, fince an 
Orade that was projected and writ by bim, bath been fo famous 
already and which will be a more diftinguifhing Title, fince at 
the prefent there is a foolifh interloping Paper that bears the Name 
of APOLLO? 

Q. Mr. Danton, underftanding you defign to anfwer anew 
all the valuable Queftions in the interloping Apollo, a well as 
all nice and curious Queftions fent to you, I fhall now fend all my 
Queftions to the Athenian Mercury; and the firft puzling 
Queftion J wou'd ask you is, Whether the Science of natural Pbi- 
dofophy, or any other Science, will remainin Heaven? 

A, The Conclufions that (in this weak and imperfe& 
State) have been made‘from fome few Principles, in every 
Art and Science, are almoft infinite: Who can number the 
Conclufions that have been made from the Principles of 
Natural Philofopby, Metaphyficks, and Geometry? How many 
vaft, and almoft numberle{s Volumes, have been written 
concerning them? And when will they make an End? 
Thofe Sciences have been ftudy’d and polifh’d by Heathens 
and Chriftians, for well nigh Two Thoufand Years; and 
yet every new Writer pretends to fay fomething that was 
not faid before , and to add to the Advancement, Encreafe 
and Perfeétion of them. 

Some think the Infererices and Deduétions that are made 
from the Principles of Geometry alone, may be capable of 
everlafting Encreafe and Augmentation; and truly, he 
that confiders the numberlefs Number of Propofitions that 

are in the feveral Branches and Dependencies of that Sci- 


ence, will find no great Difficulty in believing it. How 
numerous are the Propofitions that are to be found in Geo. 
metry, properly and ftriétly taken, in Affronomy, Algebra, 
Majick, Opticks, Dialing, and the Artof Navigation? And 
how few and fimple are the Principles from which they 
have been inferr’d and deduc’d? Whatdaily Additions and 
Encreafes are made to them by learned Men? Every Day, 
almoft, Books are publifh’d and printed, in which fomething 
is added towards the Perfeétion of thofe Sciences. 

And as Numbers may be perpetually, and to ali Durati. 
ons, encreas’d by Addition, fo I am very much enclin’d to 
believe that the Propofitions in Mathematicks neither are, 
or ever will be fo numerous, but that they may be encreas’d; 
And thofe that are fkill’d in them, and do obferve how 
they generate each other, will ([ am perfwaded) think as{ 
do,and modeftly affirm,that it may be continu’d co Infinity, 

Inthe mean Time, I will not affirm that the Study of 
Geom:try will be any Part of the Employment of the blefled, 
Perhaps there will be no Ufe of it, or Occafion for it there, 
Some Arts and Sciences will expire with our Diffolution, — 
becaufe the Ufe of them willthen determine. All the Me. 
chanick Artifices, by which Men fupport themfelves and 
their Families, will receive their Period with our Lives; 
The Arts of plowing and fowing, of building and planting, of 
paffing the Seas, and navigating into foreign Countries, 
will end with this Life, becaufe there will be no Ule of 
them in the other. And, perhaps, fo it may be with all 
Mathematical Learning and Science. 

But if the Principles of one fingle Science may be pro. 


ductive of almoft infinite Conclufions, much more may the 
Principles of all Sciences: And that fome Science will be of © 
Ufe in the other State, few doubt or deny. The Science of 


Natural Pkilofophy will remain there: The bleffed fhall un- 
derftand the Nature of their own Bodies, and all others 
that they converfe withal, and are prefented to their View, © 
How can they give God the Praife of them, if they do not 
know them, nor cannot penetrate the Abyfles of them? 


And how far this Knowledge may extend who is able to © 


divine ? 

Befides, it is not improbable that the future World may 
furnifh many Species and Kinds of Bodies to our Contem- 
plation. The Earth, and Sea, and Air, have their pecu- 


liar Kinds of Corporeal Effences 5 yea, every Climate, ale © 


moft, hath fomething peculiar to it felf: And what hinders 


but that the higheft Heavens may have Multitudes of Pecue = 
liarities, the like whereunto our Byes have never feen, not” 


our Ears heard? Yea, give me Leave to fay, thae I am 


prefent many glorious Objeéts and excellent Beings to our 


much paft Doubt of it. Surely, that bleffed State will 


View, and our Knowledge will be much encreas’d and en- 


larg’d thereby. 
Moreover, we cannot doubt but the Science of Metaphy- 
ficks will alfo be contina’d there. The moft glorious of all” 


all Doubt, the blefied will have fome Knowledge of it. 
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reafonable Creatures are of fpiritual and metaphyfical 
Nature : Such are all the holy Angels and bleffed Saints. 
Whether there be any thing material in their Conftituti- 79 
on, whether they be embody’d in pure and Atherial Ve+ 7 

hicles, I will not here difpute, but all do grant that there 
is fomething in their Effence that is fpiritual, and, without 7 


The Letter to the Interloper, and feveral curious Queftions, © 


for want of Room, fhall be referv'’d for Tuefday’s Oracle. 4 


In my next Oracle expe the Mob-Poft, or the fecret Hiftar 
ry of Sacheverelifm, and a dying Farewel to Perfonal Prejudices. & 


s Hab. 


She 
Re eae 


